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T was the proud privilege of the
Poli Stock Company alone to sup-
ply the demand for the legitimate
drama the past week, both the
leading theaters having given

themselves over unreservedly to mu-
sical productions. As “The House of a
Thousand Candles” had already a sea-
soned stock history in Washington, the
supply was scarcely adequate if the
demand was of normal proportions. Yet
withal theater-goers seemed to make
the most of the situation and strove
by a plunge into the revelries of the
Winter Garden and the more merito-
rious if less pretentious ‘‘comic opera”
to still their yearning for the legiti-
mate at least for the time being.
¥ * &
1t was the excellent contribution ef
Carl Woess, o new composer, that put
«The Masked Model” upon a plane be-
the ordinary, with dreamy
graceful solo numbers and
stirring ensembles, which, with de-
lizhtful orchestration, left but little
desire to enter into the merits of the
rlats and counterplots of the inex-
. ustible Smith brothers and others
may have contributed.
: *

yond
waltzes,

world of Plegsure” was what it

o ted to be, a Winter Garden rev-

n which the chorus and graduat-

ight of the costumes furnished

s for the eye while the come-

attended to the risibilities. If

were any mourners for the miss-

lrama at the Belasco the big show

led them to conceal the evidences

of their grief. :
* * *

Six vears of successful management
will be celebrated at the Cosmos Thea-
ter this week with a feature bill and
other attractions in the way of popu-
lar vaudeville. The little theater in its
brief career has established a reputa-
tion for clean and wholesome enter-
tainment and numbers among its many
patrons hundreds who can well afford
a costlier recreation. This of itself is
a tribute both to its bills and tc the
careful supervision of the house and
its various attractions.

(¥

American Methods Puzsiing.—Con-
tracting for the American tour of the
world-famous Serge de Diaghileff Bal-
let Russe is a problem that might test
the ability of a general
armies, according to the story told by

. John Browm, busineéss controller of the:

"Metropolitan

Forelgn artists, it appears, do not
take kindly to our American system of
arranging a tour. It seems 100 cut-

and-dried a propesition to
mental pecple. They would
. make arrangements for the
‘after they have tested out their suc-
cess in this. 1t is incredible to them
.that an entire season may be booked
in advance, even to the time of load-
:ing the scenery on the cars and get-
iting it in and out of the theaters.

.t Tﬁe original contract, provided by
*8f. de Diaghileff himself, called for a

rather

‘half-million dollar guarantee for the
*first fAfteen weeks. There were to be
six performances per week, with no

matinee when there was to be an even-
ting presentatlion. This recalls the stip-
‘nlations made by Tomasso Salvini, the

scelebrated tragedian, when making
sthe contract for his initial American
itour. He declined to give but four
‘performances per week, and refused

:to play his tremendously popular and
profitable “Othello” oftener than once
& week, declaring it impossibla to
make it worthy of his artistic standar
without at Jeasf five-day intervals.
But when Salvini became more fa-
‘miliar with American conditions

tand made many concessions, just as
M. de Diaghileff did when elaborate
.explanation was made.

William J. Guard of the Metropolitan
{Opera Company business staff arranged
much of the matter with de Diaghileff
prior to the sailing of the organization.
The seeming intricacy and unfairness
of 50 many =mall points drove the fa-
‘mous Berge into a fine frenzy, wherein
‘he tugged hisz one white lock, and
eried: “Why, if T have to be bothered
‘about all these details imposed upon
:me in a country I never saw and of
.which I knoew nothing, I'll just tear
'up the contract! 1 won't go! 1 sim-
ply won't go! If you want my Ballet
Russe, if you want it as T have given
it in Paris and London, then you must
:make it poesible for me to present it
in the only way in which T would think
for a moment of presenting it—in (ta
perfection.” .

Weber and Flelds.—Weber zand Fields

tave had a long and varied career.
"'helr first appearance was in 1877, and
ti ey vontinued in wvariety until 1888,
vipen they forimed o company of their
ewn y.!t_s5r11rsg mus=ical traverties
M liich they continused to play until

G4, when they =separated, hoth becom-

inz producerg of musical plays.

Mr. Fisldx' first production was Vie-

= lierbert's It Happened in Nord-

oand itE great success encouraged
Felis to produce “About Town"

Thne ird the Counter,” Tl
Midnieght So The Jolly Bachelnrs,'
“The Hen-1"ecks=" and "All Aboard,” in
a!ll of which he played the leading
comeay role His last appearance in
the legitimate was under the manage-
ment of Al Woods in “The High Cost
of Loving."”

Heveral notable productions have
Been made by Joe Weber, amaong them
: Jlimax,” “Alma, Where o You

and “Th ¥ Girl,”™ hbut he
* appeared s of these come-

has he p

unywhere gince
Firl

Weber and 1s resumed

ip for a few r hs to pre-

Fent the “Wehber ' Jubilee.™

They will =epars f following
their Keith tour, it is said.

American Singern® Opportunity.—

Elcanor Painter believes thai, with the
opera houses on the Furopean continent
closed, America will make places for
her young artists, who have hitherto
been forced to go abroad for a hearing.
“There never has been any question”™
the young prima donna sald, a few
days ago, "but that many of the best
# teachers in the world are to be found
right here in Amerlca. [ did not go
abroad to study because I chose to, nor
because there weren't excellent teach-
ers here—better, in fact, than were to
be found in Germany—but because be-
fore the war conditions there were
more conducive to advancement. My
case was that of hundreds of others.
“There is no reason why young sing-

ers should not remaln in this country

M we only would give them some en-
ment as beginners. The

in moving_|

tempera- |

next city |

he |
:recognized the justness of the demands |

eourage Ereat.
jst advantage over thers was that they

were willing to glve you a chance, to
put up with your imperfections Iin the
hope that as you grew Yyou might de-
relop into a great artist. In America
e public demands that a singer must

almost perfect, must already have

hieved great success. That was why

‘fore the war Furope was full of

merican singers who were fine artists,
but who could not secure engagements
at home. i

“This attitude of our public is so un-
falr. We cannot all burst into the
flower of our full powers Instanta-
neously. To become a good singer
takes years of patient toil and study,
rand to be able to accomplish the best
results one should be able to sing and
study at the same time, and that is
what Europe offered. It is when you
are appearing in public that you most
need a competent teacher.

“The climate here ia better, but there
are drawbacks, particularly in New
York, that offset this. TIn Berlin the
theater does not play such an impor-
tant part in the life of the city. In-
stead. there are more concerts, and it
was a common sight to see groups of
voung women, music students, attend-
ing them. Of course, we have fine re-
citals here, but the whole atmosphere
of New York is more distracting than
was that of Berlin in ante-bellum
days.”

Ruth Vivian—When Ruth Vivian
portrays Jim Hawkins, the little boy
whose adventurous wish came true, in
Robert Louis Stevenson's "Treasure
1sland,” it Is hard to realize that =he
is not really a little boy.

Most of Miss Vivian's previous suc-
cesses have been in woman parts. Her
list shows a wide range of characters
and unusual versatility. For years a
prominent member of the Ben Greet
Plavers., Miss Vivian was distinctly
successful as Ariel in “The Tempest,™
the nurse in “Romeo and Juliet,” Mrs.
Hardcastle in “She'Stoops to Conquer,”

Marcia in “Twelfth Night,” Luey in
“The Rivals,” Kindred in “"Everyman'
and Titania in “Midsummer Night's

Dream”—parts that of a verity run
practically the gamut of the emotions,
and no one In any way similar to an-
other.

As Jim Hawkins Miss Vivian strikes
vet another tone and hrings to the part
the broader conception. She makes of
Jim the universal boy—Stevenson's

NATIOMAL

“On Trial™ which comes to the New
National Theater Monday evening,
shows how it feels to take an active
part as a juryman in a murder trial
and to live with the accused through
hie hours of suspense and agony, until,
as in this case, an aecquittal by unan-
imous vardict.

No modern dramatist with a story to
tell has succeeded more vividly in pre-
senting his idea than has Elmer L.
Reizenstein, the author of “On Trial"™
the charm of which lles in its absorb-
ing interest, its mechanical cleverneas
and {ts structural unusualness.

The main story deals with a murder
trial wherein the jury is put In pos-
session of all the facts leading to the

|

their credit such successes as “Mlle.
Modiste,” “The Red Mill,”” “The Prima
Donna’” and “The Only Girl."

The story of “The Princess Pat” has
to do with the flirtations of the Prin-
cess Patrice di Montaldo (nee Patrice
O’'Connor), who is ecalled "“Pat" for
short. Her husband has of late dis-
played a lack of demonstration in his
affections for her, and to bring him to
terms, as well as to save her friend,
Grace Holbrook, from & marriage with
a man many years her senior, but very
wealthy, she starts a little affair with
the old man that serves to accomplish
her purpose, but, in the meantime,
creates havoc with the happiness of
her husband and the majority of
others concerned in the play.

The book containe an abundance
scintillating llnes, while the score of
Vietor Herbert is, as usual, a joy to
hear. Therg are twenty numbers, and
every one of them {s distinctive of the
brilliancy of the celebrated composer.

In addition to Miss Painter the cast
will include S8am B. Hardy, Al Shean,
Atlexander Clark, Joseph R. Lertora,
Robert Ober, Louis Ca:saivum, Martin

of

Haydon, Eva Fallon, Ralgh Riggs and
Katharine Witchie. The Victor Herbert
Orchestra from the Cort Theater will
be under the direction of Gustave Sal-
zer.

POLIS

“0ld Heldelberg," the delightful ro-
mantic comedy which won for Richard
yMansfleld a strong hold upon the af-
fections of -the American public, will
be the offering of the Poli Players this
week, A, H, Van Buren will be seen as
Prince Karl. )

In the first act the boy is introduced
as a diffident, retiring youth, afraid
of himself and distrustful of those
about him; but under the benign in-
fluence pf university life he becomes
a manly, natural and altogether charm-
Ing young student, like other boys of
his own age.

During his life at Heidelberg the
young prince lives in a quaint inn,
where he meets and falls in love with
the innkeeper's daughter. There de-
velops a charming romance, fresh and
untrammeled by thoughts of caste.
How this love story ends is best left
to be teld by the play, which has been
one of the most popular stock offer-
Ings for the last ten years.

Florence Rittenhouse is cast as the
innkeeper's daughter.

A feature will be a large student cho-
rus, which will sing the numerous col-
lege mongs which are an integral part
of the story. The brilliant uniforms of
the students will give a touch of color
to many of the scenes.

material. The supporting bill- will in-
Jorie Heather, of the English music halls.
assisted by Willlam Casey and Bobbie
Heather, In a round of gayety and song;
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Voelker and as-
sociate players in Una Clayton's playlet,
“Music Hath Charms”; Marshall. Mont-
gomery, ventriloguial comedian, assisted
by Edna Courtney; Gertrude Long and
Spencer Ward in a singing act along
novel lines; Bert Melrose, international
clown; Burns and Lynn, as “The Tommy
Atkinses ; the Grazers, in A Pavlowa in
Pants", the pipe organ recital and the
Pothe news pictorial.

Cosmos Anniversary.

Anniversary week at the Cosmos
Theater, always an occasion for an ex-
ceptional celebration as well as & fea-
ture bill, will be observed this year,
commencing with tomorrow's matinees,
with more elaboration than ever and
with what the management declares
will be the costliest bili of feature
acts ever presented at the house, many
of them being drawn from the highest
circuit of vaudeville.

One of them will be the Travilla

GAXEIX

A double bill of top notch quality Is
promised at the Gayety this week by
“The Sporting Widows,” Jacobs &
Jermon, producers. The official Ger-
man war pictures, “Germany at War,"”
showing actual scenes on the battle-
flelds, will be a part of the show.
Ruth Lockwood is the star of the com-
pany, both In singing and dancing. She
is seconded by Abe Leavitt in a num-
ber of new roles.

“The Sporting Widows" is a musical
revue, rather than the ordinary bur-
leeque attraction. Impersonations are
introduced as follows: Harry Fox, by
Abe Leavitt; Charlie Chaplin, by John
Barry: ¥ritzi Scheff, by Anna Mack;
Nat Wills. by Billy Evans; Anna Held,
by Ruth Lockwood; Vesta Victoria, by
Babe Ames; Chauncey Oleott, by Vin-
cent Dusey, and Marie Dressler, by
Helen Lockwood. Specialties also will
be presented, such as the miser's scene
from “The Chimes of Normandy.” The
musieal -selections are varied, includ-
ing a number of original song hits, A

ey

ARY GREY.  Cosmod

crime. The circumstantial evidence is
marshaled before the jury and at the
same time hofore the audlence. The
witnesses are called one after another.
The uppeal im found In the realistic
visualization of a story from real life.
Cohan & Harris are presenting the
original cast and production, which ran
for one solid year at the Candler The-
ater, New York, including Frederick
Perry, Frederick Truesdell, Gardner
Crane, Neil Moran, Hans Roberts, Law-
rence Eddinger, Jack Klendon, Marie
Leonhard, Jane Wheatly, Ethel Downile,
Jean Moyer and others.

BELASCO

“The Princess Pat,” John Cort's pro-
duction of the Henry Blossom-Victor
Herbert comic opera, with Mise
Elearor Painter and the entire original
cast direct from its run of 160 con-
secutive performances at the Cort
Theater, New York, will be the attrac-

tion at the Belasco Theater this week.
Messrs. Blossom and Herbert have be-
come so well established as collabora-
tors in the compositions of llght and
comic operas that any wor from
them attracts attention. They have to

i

Woop Qavery

BFKEITHS

Weber and Fields, laughter landmarks
of Brondway and foremost among dialect
comedians, are making their “farewell
joint appearance’ in vaudeville, and will
be seen at the B. F. Keith Theater this
week at every one of the fourteen
performances, beginning tomorrow mati-
nee and ending next Sunday night
There will be no Increase in the prices.
Tney will be seen as “Mike and Meyer,”
their celebrated characters, in ex
from old favorites like ““The Pool Game'

Brothers, famous pearl divers, with
their troupe of trained seals, in the
biggest aquatic spectacle on the stage,
a thrilling exhibition of feats both by
the men and the animals in a mam-
moth plate-glass tank filled with wa-
ter, which sceénically presents a view
of the seal rocks of California. An-

other and a rare one is Hal Stephens, a
protean artist, with his company in im-
personations and glimpses of ‘“The
Merchant of Venice,” “Rip Van Win-
kle,” "“Bhore Acres"” and “Uncle Remus,”
the latter a comical sketch, with dia-
logue and appropriate scenic environ-
ment. Btill another will be the famous
Gordon Highlanders in an all-Scot rev-
elry of national songs, dances and oth-
er features, in costume, with appropri-
ate stage pictures and the bagpipes
played by experts.

Other acts will Include Mary Gray,
the sensational little cantatrice, who
has been called ‘“the blue streak in
vaudeville,” In songs and with a per-
sonality of charm; the Mullaly-Pingree
company in Thanksgiving 1idyll,
“Thanksgiving Eve,” blending amusin
comedy and pathos, and Locke an
Wilde, a big time team in dainty bits
of mirth, melody and dance features.
The new helif-'[‘rlbuna news pictures
will head a list of added attractions,
and Frank Daniels, the inimitable mu-
sicz]l comedy star and laughmaker, will
be plctured in "“What appened to
Father,” the big photoplay production.
The bifl will be continued through the
entire week. t

and “The Statues,” together with added

large and capable chorus, every mem-
ber of which displays her individual
talents on either a stringed or wind
instrument, will be a feature.

Newman This Evening.

At the Belasco Theater this evening
and tomorrow afternoon E. M. Newman
will conclude his verbal and pictorial
presentation of his journey around and
through South America, with a travel-
talk entitled, *“Bolivia, Costa Rica,

Panama,” with realistic motion plctures
and colored views. 5

From the seacoast in northern Peru,
across the Andes to La Paz, the strange
capital above the clouds, the journey
proceeds across mysterious Lake Titicaca
back to the seacoasat again, at Guayaquil,
the port of Ecuador. Returning by way
of the Panama canal and showlng life
in the Canal Zone, and passing through
the canal. the route takes in the Central
American republic of Costa Rica, with
{ts magnificent troplcal verdure, the
banana plantations, a visit to Ban Jose,
noted for its pretty girls, and an ocean
voyage from Port Limon, Including the
bebautiful islands of Barbados and Ja-
maica.

Today at Keith's.

At 3 and 8:15 p.m. today at the B, F.
Keith Theater the bill will present Mrs.

Laugtry and company, Julian Ross, Nan
Halperin. Norton and Lee, *““The Old
Homestead” double quartet and others,

ADSKI

Cosmos Concerts Today.

Schlepegrell’s overture, “Grotesque ™
Colling’ "“"Wild Fox March,” selections
from De Koven's “The Algerians,” Rob-
erts’ tone poem, “Lilacs,’”; D'Ambrosia’s
“Canzonetta,"” selections from Wag-
ner's “Tannhauser,” Trinkhaus' melo-
die, "Heart to Heart,” with a blend of
popular selections of wide range, will
be featured in the orchestral program

under the direction.of Arthur Manvell

at the Cosmos concerts today, from 3 to

10:30 p.m. There will also be a galaxy

tt‘lf r;ew specialties and other attrac-
ons.

Gayety Today.
At the Gayety today, all of last
week’s hits have been retained and
a number of new features prepared for

the performances at 3 and 8§ pm. The
entire cast of *“The Social Maids,”
headed by Stone and Pillard, “the

dancing demons,” will be seen in vari-

ous 8pecialties. These include “Danc-
ing the Jelly Roll,” Stone and Pillard;
“Htomeo and Jullet,” George Stone and
Billy Baker; song specialties by the
Jewell sisters, and other musical and
comedy acts, with concerts by the or-
chestra.

Lecture-Recital on Russian Opera.

Of Interest to music lovers and stu-
dents of opera i the announcement of
a lecture recital on the great Russian
national music, drama, *“Boris Godou-
now,' by Moussorgsky, which will be
given by Mrs. Mignon Ulke Lamasure
at her studio residence, 1827 Belmont
road northwest, tomorrow evening at
8:15 o'clock.

Based on the folk-songs of the Rus-
sian people and the choral music of
the Russian-Greek Church, this opera
voices an intense nationalism and im,
in fact. an awe-inspiring compendium
of the soul of the Russian pecple, The
story is taken from ap histogical

)

drama by Pushkin, which Moussorgsky
has set to music in a realistic tone plc-
ture that ranks among the greatest in
COLEMPOTArY oOpera. Mrs. Lamasure
wiil give a complete interpretation of
the music and text at the piano.

Boston Symphony Tuesday.
Rimsky-Korsakoff's picturesque sym-
phony, “Antar,” is the principal num-
ber on the program of the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra for its fourth concert
at the New National Theater Tuesday

afternoon. Like many of the Russian
symphonies, this is a symphony only
in name. It is in three movements and

the order of a sulte
than a symphony. It has much in
common with the same composer's
famous suite, “Scheherazade,” in that
the music Is strongly tinged with the
color of the orient.

The soloist will be Joseph Malkin,
the celebrated cellist of the orchestra.

Gadski-Whitehill Friday.

Mme. Gadski, soprano, and Clarence
Whitehill, baritone, ‘stars from the
Metropolitan Grand Opera House,
will appear in a joint recital at the
Natlonal Theater Friday afternoon, at
4:30 o'clock, In the third concert in the
“artists’ course,” under the manage-
ment of Mrs. Wilson-Greene. Mme.
Gadski is the' leading soprano for
Wagnerian roles at the Metropolitan
Opera House, and Mr. Clarence White-
hill, one of the great baritones in
Wagnerian opera. - The program will
include:

1, aria, “Evening Star,” from “Tann-
hauser,” Mr. Whitehill. 2 (a), aria,
“Dich Theurs Ha211&" from ““Tann-
hauser”; (b), “Elsa's Traum,” from
“Lohengrin,” Mme. Gadski. 3, “Wahn,
Wahn Monologue,” from “Die Meister-
singer,” Mr. Whitehill. 4 (a), aria, “Du
Iiist der Lenz” (Sieglinde), from “Dle
Walkure: (b), scene, act 1, *“Wie
Lachend Sie Mir Lieder Singen” (Isolde’s
Narrative), from *“Tristan und lsolde,”
Mme. Gadskl. b, duet, closing scene
from last act “Die Walkure,” “War
Es So Schmaehlich” (Brunnhilde and
Wotan), Mme. Gadski and Mr. White-
hill.

Anton Hoff will be the accompanist
for Mme. Gadskl and Charles Albert
Baker for Mr. Whitehill.

el

Margaret Anglin Next Week.

Margaret Anglin will be the attraec-
tion at the New National Theater next
week, starting Monday, February 21,
in Faul Kester's delightful comedy,
“Beverly's Balance.,” The new piece is

is much more in

-
deftly written, the story unfélding a
wealth of clean and rich humor, with
laughter in every line. Marria and
divorce are the themes treated in a
humorous vein, and Miss Anglin, who

Is, of course, the central flgure, has a
wonderful opportunity for her talents
and charming personality. A strong

cast will be seen.

“Treasure Island.”

Monday evening of next week the
production of Robert Louis Stevenson’s
"Treasure Island" will be presented at
the Belasco Theater. The dramatiza-
tion is by Jules Eckert Goodman,
author of many successful plays, and
Charles Hopkins, actor-manager and
owner and director of the unique little

Piunch and Judy Theater, New York
city.

The play follows the book with re-

markable closeness as shown in the fol-
lowing list of its acts and nine scenes:
Act 1, the Admiral Ben Bow Inn: act
11, the quay at Bristol; act 11I, scene 1,
the Hispaniola at anchor some weeks
later off Treasure Island; scene 2, Treas=
ure Island at dawn the following day:
scene 3, the stockade: act IV, scene 1,
the pirates’ camp; scene 2, Spyglass
mountain; scene 3, Ben Gunn'a cave.
Not a character in the book has been
omitted in the play, but all, vivified,
“come true,” as it were, including:
Capt. Bill Bones, Plind Pew, Long John
Bilver, Jim Hawkins, Black Dog, Dr.
Livesey, 8quire Trelawny, Capt. Smol-
lett, George Merry, Isarel Hands, Ben
Gunn, Redruth, Hunter Joyce, Gray, Al-
len, Morgan, Dirk, O'Brien, Arrow, Dick,
Anderson and last but not least Capt.
Flint, Long John Silver's famous sea-
going parrot, played by a Brazillan
Maccno of brilliant plumage and re-
markable vocabulary.
There are twenty-four speaking parts
in all. Featured in the cast 18 George
Fawcett, who plays Long John Silver,
and Ruth Vivian as Jim Hawkins, the
little boy whose adventurous wish came
true. Others familiar to local theater
goers .are Geoffrey Stein, Edward See,
Harry Hadfleld, David Burton and Har-
ry Ingram.

“In Walked Jimmy."”

For the second time since he estab-
lished his steck company in Washing-
ton, four years ago, tomorrow night
S. Z. Poli will offer & play new to the
theater-going world. It is “In Walked
Jimmy,” a prize comedy which is said

to be novel in theme and clever in
constyuction.
Mr. Poli confidently expects that it

will prove the most interesting play
which he has offered to the Washing-
ton publie since he hecame a factor in
the amusement world of the capital
A. H. Van Buren will be seen in the
title role, and Florence Rittenhouse
will have a unique part as the heroine.

Lillian Russell.

On Washington’s birthday next Tues-
day three performances will be given
at the B. F. Keith Theater, the first at
2 p.m., the second at 5 pm. and the
last at 8:15 p.m. On the other days of
that week the usual performances and
hours will be observed.

Lillian Russell, the comiec opera
prima donna and stage beauty, will
make her debut here in vaudeville.
Melville Ellis and Irene Bordoni will
offer a musical interlude, and “Her
Wedding Gown,” also never seen here,

will be presented with a fine cast and
special production. Other features will
be Henry Lewis in "“A Vaudeville
Cocktall,” Kenneth Casey, Kramer and
Morton, “The Two Black Dota;” the
Five Statues, Olymplia Desvall, the pipe

o n recitals and the Pathe news
. pictorial. ® =
‘Rose Sydell’s “London Belles.”

One of the highest “priced casts in
' burlesqué, with a’ sumptuogys produc-
tion, elaborate stage effects and a fea-
ture chorus, is promised In Rose Sy-
dell's London Belles Company, which
come to the Gayety next week in
“Dinkle's Honeymoon,” with JYohnnie
Weber and Ida Emerson, showing the
experiences of a newly married couple
trying to keep their marriage a secret.
Many highly humorous situations are
shown. The scenes are laid at a fash-
jonable summer hotel, and the scenic
and costume effects are notable, Web-
er's work as Dinkle is the feature of
the performance. Others include Ger-
trude Dudley, prima donna; Jerge and
Hamilton, James Wilson and Harry
Dudley.

Mme. Frances Alda February 23.

As the climax to his “Ten Star Series”
of concerts, which has proved so pop-
ular this season as to warrant its be-
coming an annual event, T. Arthur
Smith announces as the star for the
final concert Mme. Frances Alda,
prima donna soprano of the Metropoli-
tan Opera Company, Friday afternoon,
February 25, at the National Theater.

Since her American debut only a
few years ago Mme. Alda has risen
to the firet rank among the great
operatic and concert stars of the pres-
ent day. Her glorious voice, full, vi-
brant and tlexible, has won her the un-
qualified approval of even the most
captious critica.

Interest in the concert is Increased
by the announcement that she will ba
assisted by Frank La Forge, who is
firmly established in the admiration of
Washington music lovers.

George Arliss in “Paganini.”
“Paganini,” the new comedy by Ed-
ward Knoblauch, in which Klaw & Er-
langer and George C. Tyler will pre-
sent George Arliss, at the National
Theater, the week of February 28, Is
based upon the ilfe of Paganini, the
remarkable violinlst, whose eccentrici-
ties, it is said, brought upon him thes
belief that he was allled with thas devil.
The play treats of an actual romancs
in the history of this eccentric char-
acter, and gives Mr. Arliss wonderful
opportunities for the display of his
ability.

Josef Hofmann February 29.

Josef Hofmann, ona of the world's
great planists, will give a recital at
the National Theater Tuesday after-
noon, February 29, at 4:30 o'clock, un-
der the management of Mrs. Wilson-
Greene .

De Diaghilefi’s Ballet Russe.
T. Arthur Smith has completed ar-
rangements with the Metropolitan Op-
era Company of New York, whereby
it or he will bring to Washington,
D. ., for a seriea of performances
Serge de Diaghileft's Balle Russe,
the most remarkable organization of
its kind in the world. ;
The performances will be given in
the National Theater, bginning Thurs-
day evening, h 23, and will run
through Saturday, March 25.
1t is five years since the first ef-
forts were made to bring to America
this extraordinary organization of
dancers and mimes from the imperial
opera houses of Petrograd and Mos-
cow. Not only was the entire time of
the ballet taken by its seasons in
Berlin, Parls, London, Vienna and
Russia, but thé terms were absolutely
prohibitive. That it is coming this
winter - is due primarily to the war.
A full stage staff will accompany
the dancers, who will appear in two
or three numbers at each performance,
one or two longer mino-dramas and
one or two shorter choreographic epi- #

sodes.

The music is entirely from eminent
composers, classic, mofdern and co-
temporary. The o leader is
Ernest Ansermet, late municipal con-

(Continued on Thirteenth Page.)
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